PUBLIC COMMENT APPLICATION

for
ROANOKE RAPIDS CITY COUNCIL MEETINGS

Roanoke Rapids City Council meetings are held twice a month on the first and third Tuesdays at 5:30
p.m. at the Lloyd Andrews City Meeting Hall (700 Jackson Street).

If you wish to address the City Council during the “Scheduled Public Comment” segment of a Council
meeting, please complete and return to:

City Clerks’ Office
1040 Roanoke Avenue, 2™ Floor
P. 0. Box 38
Roanoke Rapids, N. C. 27870
% (252) 533-2840 &(252) 533-2809
“Bwww.roanokerapidsnc.com
Etstorey@roanokerapidsnc.com

Applications must be submitted to the City Clerk prior to 12:00 Noon on the Thursday preceding
the Tuesday Council meeting date at which you wish to appear. Unless otherwise approved, only
the applicant is to make the presentation.

Applicant’s Name:

Applicant’s Address:

Telephone: (W) (H)

Email Address:

Topic to be Presented:*

PRESENTATIONS LIMITED TO FIVE (5) MINUTES AND ONE (1) TOPIC

Council Meeting Date:

Signature: Date:

*Roanoke Rapids City Council, in open meetings, will not hear personnel matters and personnel matters will not be
placed on the agenda of City Council meetings in the future. Anyone doing such will be out of order. Personnel matters
shall be directed to the City Manager and the issue will be dealt with through Closed Session. Effective 5-10-94.



Rules of Decorum for Public Comment

Public participation is highly valued by the Roanoke Rapids City Council. Although North Carolina
General Statute § 160A-81.1 mandates municipal governing boards to offer public comments only
once a month, the City of Roanoke Rapids extends this opportunity at each of its twice-monthly
regular Council meetings. The Council encourages individuals to use this platform to raise issues
and share information, thereby helping the Council better understand community needs and
govern the City more effectively.

North Carolina General Statute § 160A-81.1 permits the City Council to establish reasonable rules
for conducting the public comment period, ensuring order and decorum. The following Rules of
Decorum are not meant to limit a speaker's message but to ensure that this segment of the agenda
proceeds in a civil and orderly fashion.

1.

Speaker Time Limits: Each unscheduled speaker is allocated 3 minutes, and each scheduled
speaker is allocated 5 minutes. The Mayor or presiding officer may, in their discretion,
increase or decrease this time allocation.

A speaker may not share or relinquish any remaining time they have not used to another
speaker.

Speakers are only allowed to speak one time during the Public Comment period.

A person may speak only if they have signed up to speak in accordance with the City’s
procedures. Speaker substitutions at the meeting are not allowed.

Speakers shall refrain from personal attacks and/or threats directed towards City staff or
members of the public.

Speakers shall be civil and courteous in their language and presentation. Insults, profanity,
use of vulgar language or gestures or other inappropriate behavior are not allowed.

Comments, questions, or jeering from the audience are not allowed. Speakers shall likewise
not address or respond to members of the audience.

Speakers should not expect Council members to comment on or respond to their comments
directly during the meeting. The Mayor, or presiding officer may, however, request the City
Manager’s office to follow up with a speaker after the meeting or provide additional
information to the Council at a later date.

The Mayor, or presiding officer, has the authority to enforce the Rules of Decorum. Failure
to obey these Rules may resultin the forfeiture of the remaining speaking time. Individuals
who engage in egregious or repeated violations may be asked to leave the meeting.

Adopted this 2rd day of September, 2025 to supplement the Rules of Procedure of the
Roanoke Rapids City Council, Section 5. Public Comment to the Council



